Pattern I

Introductory prepositional phrases for background

Example:

On the pleasant shore of the French Riviera, about halfway between the Marseilles and the Italian border, stands a large, proud rose-colored hotel.
… F. Scott Fitzgerald
             Pattern II

An adjective following the subject
Example:

A half-moon, dusky gold, was sinking behind the black sycamore tree.




….D. H. Lawrence
Pattern III

A past participle following the subject
Example:

The lazy October afternoon, bathed in a soft warmth of a reluctant sun, held a hint of winter’s coming chill.





…Ruth Firor

Pattern IV

Two present participles; two verbs; a simile
Example:

Streaming with perspiration, we swarmed up the rope, and coming into the blast of cold air, gasped like men plunged into icy water.





… Joseph Conrad
Pattern V

Adverbial clause followed by an absolute phrase
Example:

Even as she was falling asleep, head bowed over the child, she was still aware of a strange wakeful happiness.




…Katherine Ann Porter
Pattern VI
A compound sentence, each clause having parallel verbs followed by a prepositional phrase, the sentence ending with a simile
Example:

Spheres of thistledown

And in the autumn, airy spheres of thistledown floated into the same street, lodged upon the shop fronts, blew into drains; and the innumerable tawny and yellow leaves skimmed along the pavement, and stole through people’s doorways into their passages with a hesitating scratch on the floors, like the skirts of timid visitors.





… Thomas Hardy
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